
LANCASTER
2780 Coonpath Road NE

P.O. Box 250
Lancaster, OH 43130

740-653-4422
1-800-282-5064

CANAL WINCHESTER
10229 Busey Road

Canal Winchester, OH 43110
614-837-4351

1-800-524-0802

CIRCLEVILLE
2100 Chickasaw Drive
Circleville, OH 43113

740-474-6045
1-800-206-0745

HILLSBORO
110 Danville Pike

Hillsboro, OH 45133
937-393-3421

1-800-207-0020

BARNESVILLE
37801 Barnesville-Bethesda Rd.

Barnesville, OH 43713
740-425-4018

1-800-468-4717

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday through Friday

8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
www.southcentralpower.com

Keep This Number
When reporting an outage, an
automated outage reporting
system may answer your call.
It may ask for your 12-digit
account number to help locate
the outage site. This number is
found on your monthly bill. It’s
handy to write it down and
keep it near the phone.

Suggestions
Please send your Country Living
story ideas or comments to the
attention of Lisa R. Hooker at
South Central’s Lancaster
office.
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In their search for a “magic bullet” that will secure America’s
energy independence while also curbing emissions of green-
house gases, namely carbon dioxide, from power plants, policy-
makers have turned all eyes on renewable resources — primarily
wind, but also solar, small hydro, biomass (including landfill
gas, livestock waste, timber byproducts and crop residue) and
geothermal.

Unfortunately, many elected officials have overlooked obstacles
limiting a “green power revolution,” namely a lack of transmis-
sion lines and dependence on federal tax credits that let renew-
ables stay cost-competitive with conventional generation sources.

Of more concern, some see renewables as a viable alternative
to base load coal-fired and nuclear power plants in providing a
reliable supply of electricity at an affordable price — a goal not
possible without significant technological advances and one that
even most renewable energy groups don’t advocate.

“Renewables certainly have a key part to play in our nation’s
energy future. But contrary to conventional wisdom, they can’t
meet growing demand for electricity by themselves. Curbing car-
bon dioxide and other greenhouse gas emissions from power
plants while ensuring that our nation’s power needs are met
must include a blend of advanced clean coal, nuclear, natural
gas and renewable generation sources. Fortunately, electric co-
ops, serving areas linked to resources like wind and biomass,
are naturally positioned to take maximum advantage of alterna-
tive power options,” comments National Rural Electric Coopera-
tive Association CEO Glenn English.

In a 2007 study, Electricity Technology in a Carbon-Con-
strained Future, the Electric Power Research Institute (EPRI), a
Palo Alto, Calif.-based nonprofit consortium whose members
include electric co-ops, showed how electric utilities could help
the United States reduce carbon dioxide emissions below 1990
levels within 23 years — even after adding 30 percent more
load, half generated by coal — by taking aggressive steps in
seven principal areas, including vastly expanding renewable
energy supplies.

Leaving hydropower out of the mix, EPRI sees renewables,
led by wind, leaping from 24,000 megawatts (MW) produced
nationally in 2006 to more than 120,000 MW by 2030 — or
from 2.5 percent of kilowatt-hours (kWh) produced today to
roughly 7 percent.

Renewables reality check
by Peter Nye with Scott Gates
(Excerpted with permission from July 2008 RE Magazine)

(Continued on page 22)
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“For renewables to graduate even further, to
become base load sources, we need lots of
breakthroughs and lots of political will,”
asserts Anthony Ahern, president and CEO of
Buckeye Power, a Columbus, Ohio, generation
and transmission (G&T) co-op that supplies
wholesale energy to 25 member electric distrib-
ution co-ops, and an EPRI director. “Right now,
our electric infrastructure isn’t equipped to let
renewables take on that role.”

EPRI’s estimates are driven by 26
states and the District of Columbia having
adopted mandatory renewable portfolio
standards (RPS) that require
investor-owned utilities and
competitive electric generation
suppliers to add increasing
amounts of “clean and green”
electricity — ranging from 10 per-
cent to 25 percent — to their power supply mix
between 2018 and 2025. (Hawaii, Nevada and
North Carolina allow energy efficiency to count
toward half of their RPS total.)

A report released recently by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Energy (DOE) Lawrence Berkeley
National Laboratory found that RPS laws, cov-
ering approximately 40 percent of the country’s
electric load — some 1.6 million megawatt
hours (MWh) — are having a “sizable impact”
on the deployment of renewable energy genera-
tion. Since 1998, more than half of nonhydro
renewable capacity additions, 8,900 MW (93
percent wind), occurred in RPS states. Pro-
grams now in place will add nearly 61,000 MW
of new renewable capacity by 2025, assuming
full compliance.

However, even with this increase,
nonhydro renewables will represent only
4.7 percent of total capacity in 2025.

Another study, The Race for the Green: How
Renewable Portfolio Standards Could Affect
U.S. Utility Credit Quality, by the Wall Street
ratings firm Standard & Poor’s cautions that
the RPS “green marathon” may result in con-
sumer pain — and possible erosion of political
support: “RPS laws are moving utilities and
other load-serving entities squarely away from
least-cost procurement and toward acquiring
often above-market renewable generation in
unprecedented quantities. At the same time,
consumers have yet to fully experience the cost
and retail rate impacts of this shift.”

The analysis elaborates that little data exists
to assess the costs of implementing RPS (since
most laws have been around only for five

years), while legislators and the media have
largely accepted the notion that renewable gen-
eration can supplant fossil fuels for producing
power without significant impact.

“Absorbing RPS expenses into retail rates
could have credit implications for some utili-
ties,” Standard & Poor’s warns, “especially at a
time when the electric industry must cope with
rising costs for fuel, construction materials

(like steel, concrete and copper), operations
and maintenance expenses, and labor.”

The ratings agency further notes that
“the growth of renewables has had a negli-

gible impact on U.S. power sup-
ply over the past 15 years (it
makes up the same portion of
the market as in 1993)” and

that wind generation — the pri-
mary renewable energy source —

“remains an infinitesimal fraction of U.S. gen-
eration.”

“The lack of price transparency has helped
RPS gain acceptance,” relates Jay Morrison,
NRECA senior regulatory counsel. “But a les-
son we’ve learned from electric deregulation is
that when consumers have a choice to buy
green power at a premium price, few do.”

Wind in the wires. U.S. wind power capacity
expanded 45 percent in 2007, from 11,574 MW
to 16,818 MW, says the Washington, D.C.-
based American Wind Energy Association
(AWEA).

Wind power, located in 34 states, provides
one percent of the nation’s electricity supply
and will generate an estimated 48 million MWh
(in 2008). Leading wind-producing states are
Texas, California, Minnesota, Iowa and Wash-
ington.

“Close to 150 electric co-ops either own
wind turbines or buy output from wind farms,
amounting to more than 820 MW, or about five
percent of U.S. wind generating capacity,”
remarks Kirk Johnson, NRECA vice president of
environmental policy. “Co-ops also have plans
to build an additional 961 MW of wind over the
next few years. Wind will definitely be the
favored renewable power source for years to
come, at least until solar technology evolves
and comes down in price.”

This article continues in next month’s Coun-
try Living.

South Central Power members are encour-
aged to go to www.ourenergy.coop and begin
(or continue) an energy policy dialogue with
their elected officials in Washington, D.C.

Renewables reality check (—continued from page 21)
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Scholarship time at South Central Power

Touchstone Energy® Achievement Scholarship
Did you overcome adversity, obstacles or

personal challenges on your way to excellence?
Tell us about it, you may win a scholarship!

You must be a graduating
high school senior whose
parents are members of a
Touchstone Energy Ohio
rural electric cooperative.
For further information, contact:
Rita Tate at 740-689-6167 or 1-800-282-5064, ext. 6167

Rules:
1. Applicant must be a graduating high school senior who is the son, daugh-
ter or legal ward of an Ohio rural electric distribution cooperative member at
the time of the statewide competition. The applicant should be at a mini-
mum in the 60 percentile rank of his/her high school class with a minimum
overall grade point of 2.75 (on a 4.0 scale).

2. Character: A Letter of Recommendation from an independent sponsor
(school representative, church or community leader, etc.) that explains how
the applicant’s character has played a role in enabling him/her to succeed.
Character traits such as integrity, innovation and accountability should be
mentioned. Specific examples of situations that show these character traits
and other strong traits are encouraged.

3. Special Achievements: A Letter of Nomination is required from a second
independent sponsor outlining the nominee’s relevant life experiences and
traits which demonstrate determination in the face of adversity and/or com-

mitment to community. Consideration will be given to nominees who have
overcome personal or family obstacles, demonstrated achievement through
personal initiative, good citizenship, etc.

4. Nominations must be submitted on forms furnished by South Central
Power and submitted to the cooperative by March 20.

5. Submitted information will be the official nomination form, an official high
school transcript, a Letter of Recommendation and a Letter of Nomination.

6. Applicants must have all basic credits for college or proper vocational or
technical school entrance. They must be accepted in the accredited college
or proper vocational or technical school before the award will be given.

7. Any applicant who, at the time the awards are made, has received a
full-tuition scholarship to the school of his/her choice is not eligible for a
scholarship from Ohio Rural Electric Cooperatives, Inc.

Applications became available in mid-January for South Central Power’s
48th annual scholarship contest. It provides graduating high school
seniors with funds for higher education at a college, vocational or tech-
nical school.

High school guidance counselors throughout the cooperative’s
service area choose their school’s scholarship candidates.

One boy and one girl are selected from each high school. All students
must be seniors with a minimum 3.6 grade-point average for their high
school career, have a minimum ACT score of 22 and be the son, daugh-
ter or legal ward of a South Central Power member.

Students are judged on their academic performance, as well as school
and community activities. Candidates receive a handbook about electric
cooperatives and also are judged on their knowledge of co-ops.

Each high school has its own application process, so interested students should contact
their guidance office. The deadline for high school guidance counselors to send South Central
Power their candidates is Friday, March 6.

Candidates attend one of three interview sessions hosted by South Central Power. This allows the
judges to speak with each individual. Those interviews are held in St. Clairsville, Circleville and Lan-
caster.

Six students — three boys and three girls — receive scholarships. In 2009, the first-place boy and
girl each receive $600. The second-place boy and girl each receive $500, while the third-place boy
and girl each receive $400.

The cooperative’s first-place winners are eligible to compete in the statewide competition in May
sponsored by the Ohio Rural Electric Cooperatives, Inc. Statewide scholarships are awarded through
sixth place and are worth a combined total of more than $20,000.

If you have a question for South Central Power, contact Rita Tate at 740-689-6167
or 1-800-282-5064, ext. 6167.
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Stay out of the bad weather
and have more time for yourself

Automatic bill payment options make paying your South Cen-
tral Power electric bill more convenient.

It’s less costly than postage stamps and you avoid the harsh
winter weather, too.

As a member-owner of the cooperative, it’s important to note
that automatic bill payment also helps reduce South Central
Power’s bill payment processing costs.

Those who enroll can choose to have their monthly electric bill
payment amount automatically deducted from a checking or
savings account. Automatic payments also may be made
through a debit card or credit card.

To enroll, click on www.southcentralpower.com, call your local
South Central Power office or simply complete and return the
form below.

If you ever have any questions about your monthly electric
bill or your payment options, please contact your local South
Central Power office.

Automatic Bill Payment Enrollment Form

Name on electric account____________________________
South Central account number_______________________

Choose one:
___ Monthly electric bill payment automatically
deducted from a checking or savings account on the due
date.
Bank name_________________________________________
Bank routing number_______________________________
Checking/Savings account number___________________

___ Monthly electric bill payment automatically charged
to a debit card or credit card on the due date.
Debit/Credit card company___________________________
Account number____________________________________
Expiration date_____________________________________

Bring this enrollment form to any South Central Power
office or mail it to:

South Central Power
2100 Chickasaw Drive
Circleville, OH 43113

Looking for savings
in lighting?

Replacing a major
appliance?

Have adequate
insulation?

As a member of an
electric cooperative,

you have access to free
energy-saving tips and
information that also

can help you save
money.

Whether your question
is about heating and

cooling systems,
weatherproofing and

insulation, water
heaters or other appli-

ances, the Energy
Advisor at your local

office can help.


