
LANCASTER
2780 Coonpath Road NE

P.O. Box 250
Lancaster, OH 43130

740-653-4422
1-800-282-5064

CANAL WINCHESTER
10229 Busey Road

Canal Winchester, OH 43110
614-837-4351

1-800-524-0802

CIRCLEVILLE
2100 Chickasaw Drive
Circleville, OH 43113

740-474-6045
1-800-206-0745

HILLSBORO
110 Danville Pike

Hillsboro, OH 45133
937-393-3421

1-800-207-0020

BARNESVILLE
37801 Barnesville-Bethesda Rd.

Barnesville, OH 43713
740-425-4018

1-800-468-4717

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday through Friday

8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
www.southcentralpower.com

Keep This Number
When reporting an outage, an
automated outage reporting
system may answer your call.
It may ask for your 12-digit
account number to help locate
the outage site. This number is
found on your monthly bill. It’s
handy to write it down and
keep it near the phone.

Suggestions
Please send your Country Living
story ideas or comments to the
attention of Lisa R. Hooker at
South Central’s Lancaster
office.
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“The Switch is On” is helping Ohio electric
cooperative consumers save energy and
money by replacing their incandescent light
bulbs with energy-saving compact fluores-
cent (CFL) light bulbs.

Initiated by Ohio Rural Electric Coopera-
tives, Inc., the statewide program will
replace about 350,000 incandescent bulbs with
CFLs by June 30, 2009.

South Central Power has a total of 118,000
CFLs for its consumers.

Why is South Central Power participating
in the CFL exchange program? CFLs are envi-
ronmentally friendlier and more energy efficient
than incandescent light bulbs, because they use 75 percent less
energy, according to ENERGY STAR.

ENERGY STAR is a joint program of the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency and the U.S. Department of Energy that helps
consumers save money and protect the environment through
energy-efficient products and practices.

Consumers save money with lower energy bills. Because
fewer bulbs are purchased for their home or office, they save
even more over time.

South Central Power customers can receive one package of
three 19-watt CFL bulbs. Each is equivalent to a 75-watt incan-
descent bulb.

Annually, consumers will save $6 per bulb.
The energy savings of each CFL during the 10,000-hour life

of the bulb is $56 per bulb.
It’s easy to see why so many homeowners and business are

making the switch to CFLs.
CFLs produce equivalent light at a lower cost than traditional

incandescent bulbs. By urging co-op consumers to replace three
incandescent bulbs, electric load at the Cardinal Generating Sta-
tion is lessened. Ohio’s co-ops buy their power from the Cardinal
Station through Buckeye Power, Inc.

While CFLs won’t prevent the need for new base load and

The switch is on to CFLs

(Continued on page 30)
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It’s the U.S. energy boom that no one knows
about. Energy efficiency may be the farthest-
reaching, least-polluting and fastest-growing
energy success story of the last 50 years.

But it also is the most invisible, the least
understood and in serious danger of missing out
on needed future investments.

In the first attempt to quantify the
overall impact of the hidden U.S. energy
efficiency boom, a report released in
2008 from the American Council for an
Energy-Efficient Economy
(ACEEE) shows that U.S.
energy consumption (as
measured per dollar of eco-
nomic output) will have
been slashed by the end of
2008 to half of what it was in 1970, from 18,000
BTUs to about 8,900 BTUs.

More can be done. Although efficiency is a
proven resource, it remains underdeveloped.

The evidence suggests efficiency can make an
even larger contribution toward stabilizing ener-
gy prices and reducing greenhouse gas emissions
— should America choose to fully develop it.

Given the right choices and investments in the
many cost-effective but underutilized energy effi-
ciency technologies, the report indicates the U.S.
can cost-effectively reduce energy consumption
by an additional 25 to 30 percent or more during
the course of the next 20 to 25 years.

Annual investments in energy efficiency tech-
nologies currently support 1.6 million
U.S. jobs. The $300 billion invested in
energy efficiency in 2004 was three
times the amount invested in tradi-

tional energy infrastruc-
ture.

Investments in
energy efficiency tech-
nologies are estimated
to have generated

approximately 1.7 quads of energy savings in
2004 alone — roughly the equivalent of the ener-
gy required to operate 40 mid-sized coal-fired or
nuclear power plants.

Total investments in more energy efficiency
technologies could increase the annual energy
efficiency market by nearly $400 billion by 2030,
resulting in an annual efficiency market of more
than $700 billion — and total additional invest-
ments over the period 2008-2030 of nearly $7
trillion.

The report, The Size of the U.S. Energy Effi-
ciency Market: Generating a More Complete Pic-
ture, concludes “…our nation is not aware of the
role that energy efficiency has played in satisfy-
ing our growing energy-service demands…the
contributions of efficiency often go unrecognized.
The contributions of energy efficiency often
remain invisible...”

Your electric cooperative. South Central
Power actively promotes energy efficiency and
conservation measures. Both aspects need to be
part of a comprehensive approach to address the
country’s ever-growing energy needs and the
economic impact of any climate change legisla-
tion.

South Central Power members are encouraged to
go to www.ourenergy.coop and begin (or contin-
ue) the dialogue with their elected officials in
Washington, D.C. about energy policy.

Conservation has a big impact

peaking power plants, they can extend the life
of Ohio cooperatives’ existing power generat-
ing facilities.

Why CFLs? Incandescent light bulbs
account for about nine percent of all U.S. elec-
tricity consumption. Every light bulb that is
switched to a CFL will:

• use about 75 percent less energy than a
standard incandescent bulb.

• last up to 10 times longer
and screw into a regular light
socket.

• save an average of $56 or
more in energy costs over its
lifetime.

• produce about 75 percent less
heat. CFLs are safer to use and
can cut energy costs associated with
home cooling.

30—Country Living/September 2008

CFLs
(—continued from page 29)
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South Central makes home for ospreys

The ospreys called it home.
The problem was “home” was the top of a

South Central Power electric pole.
“Two ospreys kept getting into the equipment

on the pole as they built their nest. They were
very persistent. Our crews would take the nest
out and the next day, they’d be there building it
again,” says Ron Bussard, area supervisor at
the Circleville office.

The nesting pair chose a pole in the Pick-
away County community of Williamsport. The
proximity to Deercreek State Park and its large
1,277-acre reservoir is likely
why the ospreys are so
insistent. Ideal nesting
conditions are open,
high-area near water
with a good supply
of fish. Deercreek’s
reservoir could eas-
ily provide plenty
of fish, so it’s nat-
ural ospreys would
be nearby.

“It was aggravat-
ing for us, but
it was even
more aggra-
vating for
about 400
Williamsport
area cus-
tomers. They
had outages fairly regularly for a couple of
weeks until we figured out what to do about
the birds,” Bussard says.

The cooperative sought advice from the Ohio
Department of Natural Resources (ODNR).

“We put up a pole just for the birds. It’s not
attached to electric lines or other equipment.
We put a pallet on top, so they’d have lots of
room to build their nest,” Bussard says.

Sure enough, it worked.
“They took right to it and it didn’t take long

for them to build their nest,” Bussard says.

Every now and again Bussard checks on the
cooperative’s feathered friends.

“We don’t know if there are any eggs or
babies up there, but the birds are very protec-
tive of the nest. They don’t like us to get very
close,” Bussard says.

Ospreys, also known as fish hawks or fish
eagles, were once plentiful across North Ameri-
ca, but their population declined dramatically

because of chemical
pesticides. ODNR
began reintroduc-
ing the bird to Ohio
in 1996.

At about six
months old, the
birds fly south and
overwinter in Cen-
tral and South
America. About
half of the birds
survive to return to

Ohio four years later as
breeding adults. Once
mated, ospreys build
stick nests lined with

grasses over or near water.
Since ospreys use the same nest

year after year, it can easily be five-
feet across; a necessary size for a bird

with a four-and-a-half-foot wingspan.
Usually three or four eggs are laid, and

both parents help with incubation. The
eggs are similar in size to that of a domestic
hen’s, but are white with brown splotches. The
eggs begin hatching in about 38 days, usually
in the order they were laid.

ODNR says ospreys are spectacular to watch,
especially when they feed. The large white and
dark brown birds hover high above a body of
water searching for fish. Once a fish is spotted,
they cruise near the surface, quickly fold their
wings and hit the water talons first. Ospreys
are the only bird that combines plunge diving
with a foot structure that grips and carries the
fish.

Story and photo by LISA R. HOOKER

Above: An osprey lands in its
nest built on top of a South
Central Power electric pole spe-
cially fitted with a pallet.
Right: A closeup of the majestic
osprey, courtesy of ODNR/Tim
Daniel.
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Statement of Nondiscrimination
South Central Power Company, 2780 Coonpath Road NE, P.O. Box

250, Lancaster, OH 43130 is the recipient of federal financial assis-
tance from the Rural Utilities Service, an agency of the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture, and is subject to the provisions of Title VI of the
Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended; Section 504 of the Rehabilita-
tion Act of 1973, as amended; the Age Discrimination Act of 1975,
as amended; and the rules and regulations of the U.S. Department of
Agriculture which provide that no person in the United States on the
basis of race, color, national origin, age or handicap shall be exclud-
ed from participation in, admission or access to, denied the benefits
of, or otherwise be subjected to discrimination under any of this
organization’s programs or activities.

The person responsible for coordinating this organization’s
nondiscrimination compliance efforts is Susan Everly, vice president
of Human Resources.

Any individual, or specific class of individuals, who feels that this
organization has subjected them to discrimination may obtain fur-
ther information about the statutes and regulations listed above
from and/or file a written complaint with this organization; or the
Administrator, Rural Utilities Service, Washington, D.C. 20250; or
the Secretary, U.S. Department of Agriculture, Washington, D.C.
20250.

Complaints must be filed within 180 days after the alleged dis-
crimination. Confidentiality will be maintained to the extent possible.

Live at home
longer — and safer

Get round-the-clock
assistance with emergencies
with South Central Power’s
Personal Emergency Report-
ing System (PERS-2400).

It offers older people and
those with medical condi-
tions the freedom to live
longer in their own home,
while giving their loved
ones peace of mind.

The PERS-2400 unit is an
easy-to-use and affordable
system.

A simple push of a button
activates the transmitter,
which can be worn as a
pendant, wristband or on a
pocket/belt clip. The two-
way voice communicator
lets you speak with the 24-
hour emergency monitoring
center. It contacts emer-
gency personnel, or pre-
selected family members
and friends.

It’s even proven depend-
able enough to meet the
very high standards of
Underwriters Laboratories
(UL). UL has listed it as a
home healthcare signaling
device.

Unlike other components
offered through the co-op’s
Security Division, you do
not have to buy the PERS-
2400 system. It can be
leased for the low monthly
fee of $29.95 for a mini-
mum three-month contract.

The personal emergency
reporting system also is
available to those who do
not live on South Central
Power electric lines.

Contact the Security Divi-
sion at 740-689-6153, 740-
689-6150 or 1-800-282-
5064 ext. 6153 for details.
There’s no obligation.

Gus Miller of Lancaster
and Megan Hendershot of St.
Clairsville represented South
Central Power at the 2008
Cardinal Energy Camp.

Sponsored by Ohio Rural
Electric Cooperatives, 17 stu-
dents attended the one-day
program on June 26 at the
Cardinal Generating Station
in Brilliant, Ohio. The coal-
fired plant provides electricity
for Ohio’s electric coopera-
tives.

Miller attends Ohio Virtual
Academy and will be in
eighth grade. He’s the son of
Laura Miller and James
Baughman.

Hendershot is a student at
St. Clairsville Middle School
and is the daughter of Russell and Lori Hendershot.

Both are entering ninth grade this upcoming school year.
Cardinal Energy Camp showed how electricity is produced.

Students saw the technology needed to meet the base load elec-
tricity requirements of a developed nation and the cost of pro-
viding clean and affordable power. Various exercises covered the
scope of the world’s growing energy demand and the comple-
mentary challenge of clean energy development.

Students attend Energy Camp

Megan Hendershot and Gus Miller
were South Central Power’s repre-
sentatives to the Cardinal Energy
Camp held at the Cardinal Generat-
ing Station in June.


