
Thinking about adding a solar energy 
system to your home? Answer these 
questions and follow these steps to see 
whether home solar might be a good 
option for you.

Do you own 
your home?

Do you plan 
to stay in your 
home long-term 
(10+ years)?

Is your home as 
energy-efficient 
as it can be?
•	 Good insulation and sealing
•	 Energy-efficient HVAC
•	 ENERGY STAR-rated appliances

Yes No

Consider community solar,  
if available.
•	 Employ energy-saving behaviors
•	 Adjust thermostat a few degrees 

up in summer and down in winter
•	 Switch to LED bulbs
•	 Use window shades wisely

What is your 
primary objective?

Home solar might 
be a good option!
Do your homework:
•	 Talk to your cooperative
•	 Consider community solar,  

if available
•	 Do the math
•	 Weigh pros and cons
•	 Research companies
•	 Get multiple quotes
•	 Check references

When are 
your highest 
electric bills?

Make efficiency improvements
•	 Have an energy audit
•	 Improve insulation and sealing
•	 Replace HVAC, if needed

Protect me 
from outages

Save 
money

Reduce use of fossil fuels, 
help the environment

Consider 
purchasing a 

generator

Is home solar right for you?

No

No

Yes

Yes

Winter

Home solar is unlikely to meet 
your goals.
•	 Consider a geothermal system
•	 Talk to your co-op about other 

ways to save
•	 Employ energy-saving behaviors 

Summer


